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Standards-Based Assessment in a Developmental Math Course
Abstract
Learn why we decided to try standards-based instruction in an undergraduate, developmental algebra course
and what we learned in the process.
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9-10, 2016.
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• Completing a college-level math course is a 
common roadblock for many students (Topper, 
2011).  
• The ‘gatekeeper to achieving a college degree’ 
(Bryk & Treisman, 2010).  
• “math should be a gateway, not a gatekeeper, 
to a successful college education” (p. 1).   
Mathematics for College
• Students Enrolled
 MATH ACT <18
 24 students
 4 Teacher Assistants




 Class 3x per week, MWF
• Learning Style















In what ways has this course helped to 
fulfill Dordt’s mission?




































Quizzes /Standards Final Grade Final Exam
Traditional Standards
p < .0001 p < .0001p < .0001
nTraditional = 65, nStandards = 11
Organizational Strategies
Questions?
